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Drop in cost spurs UM’s switch to biodiesel

Thursday, August 31, 2006

JACOB BAYNHAM
MONTANA KAIMIN

The University of Montana
plans to switch to biodiesel fuel in
its buses and diesel-powered
equipment in as soon as two
weeks, according to Hugh Jesse,
director of Facilities Services.
The switch comes as the cost of
biodiesel grows more comparable
to regular diesel and Missoula
warms to the notion of using alternative fuels.
“It’s the right thing to do to support homegrown fuel,” Jesse said.
Biodiesel is an alternative fuel
made up of a blend of vegetable
oil, alcohol and regular diesel. It
can be used in any diesel engine
without modifying any of its components.
As of July 1, the entire fleet of
Missoula’s 26 Mountain Line
buses began running on biodiesel.
The decision to switch is the
product of five years of UM dabbling in the use of alternative
fuels. The ASUM Transportation
Board decided in 2001 to explore
the use of biodiesel in its buses.
At the same time, Paul Miller, a
doctoral student in the Chemistry
Department, was researching
recipes for the fuel. The board
commissioned Miller to help them
in a pilot project.
“It was all kind of a marriage
made in heaven,” said Nancy
Wilson, director of the ASUM
Office of Transportation.
If it was a union, then its offspring was the Bio Bus, a university shuttle from campus to
Dornblazer Stadium that was to

run entirely on biodiesel. Wilson
remembers Miller collecting
excess oil from UM Dining
Services kitchens and preparing
the biodiesel in his garage. It
wasn’t long before Miller saw the
market potential for alternative
fuels and started a company called
Sustainable Systems to produce it
in larger quantities. Sustainable
Systems is now a supplier of CHS
Inc., which brought biodiesel to its
Missoula Cenex pumps in 2004.
In its early stages the Bio Bus
used biodiesel with a high vegetable oil content.
“At that time we were a demonstration project,” Wilson said.
“We used the highest grade we
could use.”
A common problem with
biodiesel, however, is that a different blend is needed for different
temperatures. A biodiesel blend
with a higher vegetable oil content
is more likely to gel under cold
temperatures, rendering it useless.
“We watched the weather and
adjusted the blend,” Wilson said.
But currently, while the
Mountain Line continues to power
its fleet with biodiesel, the Bio
Bus is ferrying students to and
from campus with regular diesel
in its tank. There are two reasons
for this.
First, for a time biodiesel prices
were too high. Second, Cenex
offered only B5 biodiesel, a blend
with only 5 percent vegetable oil
content, which UM didn’t consider worthwhile.
UM now plans on filling its
diesel tanks with biodiesel and
using it to run all diesel equipment
as well as the Bio Bus.
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Five years after first considering the idea, the university’s buses are switching to alternative fuels. Within two weeks this ASUM sponsored shuttle bus may
finally be running on biodiesel fuel, which is a mix of vegetable oil, alcohol and diesel.

“It’s our intent to switch to
biodiesel for everything but the
emergency generators,” said
Jesse.
Jesse said the emergency generators make up a small portion of
UM’s diesel consumption, but
have to be guaranteed to start,
“until we have a track record” for
biodiesel.
The largest problem Facilities
Services faces in the switch
involves “minor-usage vehicles.”
These are the many pieces of
occasionally used equipment that
need a fuel that will operate under
any temperature, something
biodiesel cannot offer, Jesse said.

Examples of such vehicles include
snowplows and backhoes.
Jesse is optimistic, however,
that certain additives and varying
grades of the fuel will make it an
efficient option, he said.
“We’re going to switch, but
we’re going to find the way that’s
as inexpensive as possible. One,
it’s the right thing to do to stimulate the bio-fuels market,” he said.
“Two, the cost is balancing
between biodiesel and regular
diesel.”
As biodiesel becomes more
common, its price is stabilizing.
“When biodiesel was a novel
thing, it was more expensive

because there was no infrastructure for it,” Jesse said. “But it’s
been our experience with fuels
that they all track together. What
we’re shooting at is getting started
and getting experience with it.”
So two weeks from now, CHS,
which currently supplies the university’s regular diesel, will
instead fill the university’s tank
with biodiesel.
“We have to move to this stuff,”
Jesse said. “The solution [to the
energy crisis] won’t be one thing,
it will be many, and this is one of
them.”

Prof faces weapon assault charges
Jerry Smith, who teaches pharmaceutical sciences at UM,
is accused of threatening two motorists with a rifle in June
ZACHARY FRANZ
MONTANA KAIMIN
Ashley McKee/Montana Kaimin

The UM Office of Public Safety started using Tasers last spring. Pepper spray and the use of a baton
are not always as effective with a mentally disabled or intoxicated person, Sergeant Ben Gladwin
said.

C a m p u s p o l i c e g e t Ta s e r s
ZACHARY FRANZ
MONTANA KAIMIN
Police on campus have a new weapon in the fight against crime.
Officers with the UM Office of Public Safety now carry Tasers, capable of sending 50,000 volts of electricity through a person’s body.
“It gives officers another option,” said Sgt. Ben Gladwin with Public
Safety, who is responsible for training the officers in the use of the
Tasers.
Previously, if someone was violent or refused to obey police commands, an officer’s only tools for gaining compliance were fear and
pain, Gladwin said. They could threaten to shoot the person, or use a
baton or pepper spray to hurt them.
The problem is that those methods may not be effective on a person
who is mentally disturbed or intoxicated, he said. The Tasers work differently; they shut down a person’s muscles by shooting out 19 electrical pulses per second, Gladwin explained. Those pulses mimic brain
signals, causing a person to lose control of their body regardless of their
state of mind, he said.

See TASERS, Page 4

A confrontation over the summer has a University of Montana
pharmacy professor facing felony
charges.
Jerry Smith, an associate professor of pharmaceutical sciences,
is charged with two counts of
assault with a weapon. Each count
is punishable by up to 20 years in
prison and a fine of $50,000.
According to court documents:
On June 18, Brady Donaldson and
Charles Tuttle were driving on
Highway 12 and approached a
Subaru Forester, which Smith was
driving. The men attempted to
pass the vehicle, but Smith sped
up so they couldn’t get by. Tuttle
and Donaldson said Smith was
pounding his fist on the center
console and gesturing with his
middle finger. They also reported
seeing Smith holding a shiny,
metallic object out the window.
Tuttle and Donaldson drove a
couple of miles up a side road, and
then returned to the highway, figuring Smith would be long gone.
Instead, Smith was waiting for

them at the road with a high-powered rifle pointing out the window.
Smith gestured toward the gun
and yelled, “Do you know what
this is?” and, “Get the hell out of
here before I change my mind,”
according to court documents.
The two men drove to Lolo,
with Smith following. Tuttle and
Donaldson stopped at a gas station, and Smith headed north on
Highway 93. The men noted
Smith’s license plate and called
911.
An officer went to Smith’s
house and asked about the incident. Smith said Donaldson had
been “mooning” him as the men
tried to pass. Smith acknowledged
that he became angry and did not
allow the men to pass, that he
waited for them after they drove
up the side road and that he held a
rifle out the window, according to
court documents. He told police
that he did not point the gun
directly at Tuttle or Donaldson.
Smith was arrested but posted
bond on his $25,000 bail. He was
released on several conditions,
including that he stay in the county, have no contact with Tuttle or

w w w. m o n t a n a k a i m i n . c o m

Donaldson, not handle firearms
and not consume alcohol. Smith
continues to teach at UM.
Smith directed questions to his
attorney, Paul Ryan, who said
Smith maintains that he is not
guilty of the charges.
A hearing to set a trial date is
sscheduled for Oct. 10, but there
may be a plea bargain in the
meantime, Ryan said.
Ryan also said that Smith confronted the men because they were
harassing him and other drivers.
“He’s always been a solid citizen,” Ryan said of Smith. “He’s
never had any criminal problems.”
UM officials declined to comment on the case, but the UM
Faculty Senate collective-bargaining agreement does outline protocol for members accused of a
felony. Any employee may be
suspended without pay if convicted of a felony, according to the
agreement. An employee may also
face “discipline or discharge” if
convicted of a crime “involving
moral turpitude,” the document
says.
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Racial problems exposed by Katrina not yet fixed

Mar ijuana initiative would improve
law enforcement pr ior ities

Sometime in the near future, those infatuated with a certain narcotic might be able to let out a ganja-filled sigh of relief if Missoula voters approve a ballot measure making citations for adult marijuana
offenses the county’s lowest law enforcement priority.
Proposed by Citizens for Responsible Crime Policy, Initiative 2
intends to emphasize the more life-threatening crimes and drug use
that plague the community. According to its Web site, the group
believes taxpayer dollars could be put to better use if police focus on
more hardcore drugs that “threaten people’s lives and property.”
If passed, this initiative would finally shift the focus to the illicit
drugs that actually have detrimental effects on Missoula, like cocaine
and methamphetamine, two drugs making their mark on the community beneath the guise of the town’s liberal, weed-smoking hippie reputation.
Despite its stigma, weed is not physically addictive and does not
have the life-altering consequences of coke and meth.
As we all know from the nightmares the Montana Meth Project
commercials have caused us this past year, methamphetamine is so
addictive that one use can hook a person for life. A person uses it once
during freshman year, and five years later he’s obsessively plucking
out his eyebrows and sleeping with the nearest prostitute to get his
next fix. There’s no telling who might be affected by the wrath of the
user’s addiction.
On the other hand, the only outsider likely to feel the effects of
someone smoking the reefer is bag of Cheetos and a couple of
Twinkies. Instead of jumping up and down compulsively and foaming at the mouth like meth addicts, the pothead will probably chill out
on the- couch, have a laughing fit or two, then fall into a deep slumber and maybe miss class the next day.
As far as law enforcement agencies should be concerned, compulsively scarfing junk food is not a crime. And if people think marijuana’s sedative effects render a person completely useless and its use
results in decreased motivation, then being hung over and compulsively playing Madden ‘06 should be outlawed as well.
If Missoula voters want to maintain the city’s reputation as one of
the best places to live in the West, it needs to attack the illicit drug use
problem head-on. Writing up freshmen with a pungent aroma seeping
from under their dorm room doors will not help police bust people
snorting lines off kitchen counters.
Eliminating the pot distraction will.
— Allison Squires,
News Editor

COLUMBIA, Mo. - It doesn’t get much more
offensive than “Katrina fatigue.”
Hurricane Katrina didn’t just batter the Gulf
Coast and one of America’s most colorful and
interesting cities. It also washed away a decadesold veil that hid from public view the true failings of our society. It forced us to acknowledge
that no matter how much we talk about progress,
the U.S. remains deeply divided along racial and
economic lines.
Many Americans still refuse to acknowledge
that pre-Katrina New Orleans was the rule, not
the exception. That is the way race is lived in
this country, and even if there was some general
awakening to that fact in the weeks and months
after the storm, little has changed.
Every generation has a defining moment that
forces it to confront deep societal problems.
Katrina showed us how the U.S. has failed its
own. It showed us that a lot of what we’ve been
taught about equal opportunities was just hollow
talk.
Racism is alive and well in this country, both
overtly and institutionally. Poverty perpetuates
itself.
It’s not OK to say you’re tired of hearing
about it. Millions of people live in the dismal
conditions Katrina exposed - we’re sure they’re
“fatigued” by their constant uphill struggle. But
they get no respite, so neither do the spoiled,
whiny elite who would rather let the disadvantaged suffer in silence.
It should be our generation’s mission to learn
from Katrina and to strive for a better, fairer
society. Our parents’ generation started changing
the world 30 and 40 years ago but then embraced
white flight, SUVs and other material comforts.
Simple human decency says we cannot do the
same.
On this anniversary, we must remember not
only the problems that Katrina caused, but also

the ones it exposed. The U.S. is no more equitable today than it was a year ago. Neither is
New Orleans.
Our generation has a reputation - not entirely
undeserved - for being self-absorbed, focused on
instant gratification and apathetic. No matter
what we accomplish toward reversing that image,
it will be worthless if we simply accept the
world Katrina showed us.
A year ago, a major U.S. city looked like a
Third-World war zone. Fires raged, floodwaters
surged
and
government
was
nowhere.
Lawlessness ruled. The images of Katrina - people fighting for space on buses, trapped without
water or electricity - were so shocking that they
seem like one-time novelties. And though government agencies could be better prepared for another disaster in another city, the fundamental issues
that made New Orleans seem so alien have not
changed.
Such change requires an uncomfortable level of
self-criticism and brutal honesty. We must admit
that our comfort is often built on the backs of
others and that what we’d like to believe about
our society is not entirely true. It’s not easy. It
doesn’t feel good. But if you think it’s embarrassing to admit how little progress had been
made at this time last year, think how embarrassing it’ll be next time something comes along and
exposes the exact same problem.
If anything is to change, if any lessons are
going to be learned from Katrina, it will be up to
us. We should accept that challenge quickly, with
eyes open to the difficult road that lies ahead.
Katrina was a dark time unto itself, and it
exposed a much longer, more severe pattern of
negligence and failure. But if we remember what
it showed us, hold onto the lessons it taught us,
there is no reason this terrible disaster couldn’t
be the conduit for a stronger, better generation.
It’s up to us.
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Accuracy Watch
The Montana Kaimin is committed to
accuracy in its reports. If you think the
Kaimin has committed an error of fact,
please call us at 243-2394 or e-mail
editor@kaimin.org and let us know. If we
find a factual error we will correct it.
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Dean proposes alcohol awareness campaign at ASUM meeting
MIKE GERRITY

MONTANA KAIMIN

ASUM’s rigorous introductory agenda of
committee appointments and ice cream
socials was met with a moment of brief
debate Wednesday night during its first
Senatorial meeting.
A dispute arose when University of
Montana Dean of Students Charles Couture
proposed a new public awareness campaign
encouraging UM students to drink responsibly, which will include the use of the slogan

TASERS
Continued from Page 1
Officers are authorized to use
the Tasers on someone who is acting aggressively, threatening
another person, fleeing police or
refusing to obey police orders,
Gladwin said.
The force acquired the Tasers in
the spring, and Gladwin trained
officers over the summer. All nine
officers who routinely patrol now
have Tasers, Gladwin said.

“Grizzlies Know Their Limit.”
“The concept is built around the huge
consumption of alcohol around the Grizzly
home football games,” Coutre said. “We
want to get across the message of responsible consumption of alcohol.”
This proposal was met with skepticism
among ASUM senators, who disputed the
possible effectiveness of the campaign versus its potential costs.
Senator Ryan Fries commented on an
apparent weakness in the campaign’s
stance, which he said prevent any real
improvements in campus alcohol abuse

He took a three-day class to
become an instructor, and each
officer trained for six to eight
hours before they were issued a
Taser, he said. Each officer also
got shot with a Taser so they
would know the feeling first hand.
The weapons have some critics.
According
to
Amnesty
International, Tasers are used too
often, and in some cases their use
amounts to torture. The group also
says that the “nonlethal” weapons
may, in fact, kill people.
According to a 2005 report by the
group, 152 people died after being

from taking place.
“If the message is going to get through, it
might be a little soft,” Fries said. “It’s kind
of like saying ‘if you don’t know your limit,
maybe you can find out.’”
Couture countered naysayers with statistics indicating that alcohol use is still considered higher in Montana when compared
with other states, although he admitted
there has been little impact from such
movements against dangerous social alcoholism.
“If there were any recent ads that made a
real impact we would be on it,” Couture

hit by Tasers. In three of those
cases, the coroner listed Tasers as
the primary cause of death, and
the weapon was named a contributing factor in 16 cases, the
group said.
“There’s risks in everything in
life,” said Public Safety Director
Ken Willett. “In the enforcement
of society’s rules we always try to
take the path of least force necessary.”
Gladwin, however, said that
Tasers don’t have enough power
to affect the heart. Although they
deliver high voltage, the amps are
very low, he said. That means
there’s a lot of power, but it doesn’t do a lot of damage, he said.
When people die after being hit
by a Taser, it’s usually because
they are in a state called “excited
delirium,” Gladwin said. Because

y

said.
Still, Couture stood his ground, refusing
to settle for total inaction.
“I have been unable to show any real
gains in over-consumption.”
Couture went on to say that despite the
unforeseeable consequences of the campaign, he still felt optimistic about it.
“I’m an optimist,” Coutre said. “I see the
world through rose-colored glasses, and
I’m going to expect positive growth from
it.”

of drug use or elevated emotions,
their hearts can’t handle a confrontation with police, he said, and
they may die whether officers use
a Taser, pepper spray or physical
detainment.
“There’s a lot of misconceptions about Tasers,” Gladwin said.
In a video of the Public Safety
officers getting shot by a Taser,
they appear to recover fully within seconds, even laughing as the
probes are removed. But it’s
painful, Gladwin said. The Tasers
shoot out two probes up to 25 feet,
and both must lodge in the target
or their clothing to be effective.
The probes themselves have
barbed spikes about a half-inch
long. The charge they deliver feels
similar in intensity to an electric
fence, Gladwin said, but pulses
rapidly for five seconds.

Tasers can prevent death or
injury both to criminals and law
enforcement personnel, Gladwin
said. They can be used in situations in which the only other
choice would have been to kill a
person.
Last year, for example, a mentally disturbed man was wielding
a knife in the oval, saying he
wanted to “fight the devil.” Public
Safety officers, who did not have
Tasers at the time, responded. The
man refused to drop the knife, and
Gladwin said he feared officers
would have to shoot him. An officer with the Missoula Police
Department arrived, though, and
threatened to shoot the man with a
Taser, so he dropped the knife.
“It’s another choice, another
tool in the continuum,” Willett
said.
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New Regents get on Board
SEAN BRESLIN
MONTANA KAIMIN
Two new members filled out the sevenseat Board of Regents this summer, and
began setting the agenda for the current
academic year.
Janine Pease, vice president for planning and American Indian affairs at
Rocky Mountain College in Billings,
joined the board for its July 12 meeting in
Kalispell.
Since the meeting came before she’d
been through the orientation process, she
did more listening than talking, she said.
“For me, of course, it was quite eyeopening,” Pease said.
Also on hand was new regent and
Missoula resident Clayton Christian, who
came to the board following the March
resignation of regent John Mercer.
“I’m a Montana person with a genuine
interest in the system,” Christian said.
Both Christian and Pease said they plan
to focus on improving accessibility to the
university system and the system’s ability
to service a wide range of incomes and
needs.
Christian hopes to streamline the university system to make it easier for students to transfer from two-year community colleges to four-year institutions, he
said.
By creating similar processes for
applying to schools and transferring credits, higher education could be easier to

navigate for many students, he said.
For Pease’s part, she hopes the board
can expand Montana’s distance learning
programs to provide higher education to
remote areas of the state that don’t necessarily have large institutions close by, she
said.
“I’m very concerned that many
Montana people can’t go where the colleges are,” Pease said. “Those communities could starve from a lack of higher
education.”
Pease, a Crow tribal member, said
Montana has been effective in serving
American Indians, but the state could do
better. The biggest challenge is keeping
up with the growing Indian population,
she said.
Both Christian and Pease also consider
tuition and affordability important issues
for the regents, they said. The board has
been working with Gov. Brian
Schweitzer on his plan to cap tuition
increases for four-year institutions a t
5 percent, Christian said. But he’s also
aware of a Republican proposal to reduce
tuition by 5 percent.
“Any kind of cut or cap I think is a
great idea,” Christian said. The numbers
for any plans regarding tuition are still
being discussed at budget planning meetings, he said.
For Christian, who has a junior in high
school, tuition isn’t something he can easily put off, he said. “Tuition’s in the windshield,” he said.
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Yo u r c e l l p h o n e w o n’ t k e e p s e c r e t s
TED BRIDIS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON — Don’t tell your cell
phone any secrets. It might not keep them.
Secondhand phones purchased over the
Internet surrendered credit card numbers,
banking passwords, business secrets and
even evidence of adultery.
One married man’s girlfriend sent a text
message to his cell phone: His wife was getting suspicious. Perhaps they should cool it
for a few days.
“So,” she wrote, “I’ll talk to u next week.”
“You want a break from me? Then fine,”
he wrote back.
Later, the married man bought a new
phone. He sold his old one on eBay for $290.
The guys who bought it now know his
secret.
The married man had followed the directions in his phone’s manual to erase all his
information, including lurid exchanges with
his lover. But it wasn’t enough.
Selling your old phone once you upgrade
to a fancier model can be like handing over
your diaries. All sorts of sensitive information pile up inside our cell phones, and deleting it may be more difficult than you think.
A popular practice among sellers, resetting
the phone, often means sensitive information
appears to have been erased. But it can be
resurrected using specialized yet inexpensive
software found on the Internet.
A company, Trust Digital of McLean, Va.,
bought 10 phones on eBay this summer to
test phone-security tools it sells for businesses. The phones all were fairly sophisticated

models capable of working with corporate email systems.
Curious software experts at Trust Digital
resurrected information on nearly all the used
phones, including the racy exchanges
between guarded lovers.
The other phones contained:
—One company’s plans to win a multimillion-dollar federal transportation contract.
—E-mails about another firm’s $50,000
payment for a software license.
—Bank accounts and passwords.
—Details of prescriptions and receipts for
one worker’s utility payments.
The recovered information was equal to
27,000 pages — a stack of printouts 8 feet
high.
“We found just a mountain of personal and
corporate data,” said Nick Magliato, Trust
Digital’s chief executive.
Experts said giving away an old phone is
commonplace. Consumers upgrade their cell
phones on average about every 18 months.
“Most people toss their phones after
they’re done; a lot of them give their old
phones to family members or friends,” said
Miro Kazakoff, a researcher at Compete Inc.
of Boston who follows mobile phone sales
and trends. He said selling a used phone,
which sometimes can fetch hundreds of dollars, is increasingly popular.
The 10 phones Trust Digital studied represented popular models from leading manufacturers. All the phones stored information
on flash memory chips, the same technology
found in digital cameras and some music
players.

Outdoors
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Season
Sean Breslin/Montana Kaimin

As fire season blazes on, a UM
expert on global warming thinks
the phenomenon may be the cause
of the fires many UM students
spend their summers battling

PATRICK CROSS
MONTANA KAIMIN
ven in the middle of the
night, the heat on the southern California fire line was
unrelenting. For UM wildlife biology student Kelly Matthews, a
seasoned wildfire fighter and
member of a U.S. Forest Service
Hot Shot crew, working a 16-hour
shift in this heat would be no
problem, but she had been cutting
line for 32 hours. Then, sometime
around 3 a.m., a snarling Jack
Russell terrier sprung towards her
from out of the bushes. Before
she could defend herself, the
charging canine had already vanished.
“Hey man, did you see that
dog?” Matthews asked a crewmate, to which he replied, “I think
you need to sit down or something.” Apparently other Hot
Shots had also been hallucinating
from exhaustion, and nobody else
had seen the dog.
Why is wildfire fighting so
attractive to so many UM students? The pay is good and the
work is outdoors. But for UM students who fought or, like
Matthews, are still fighting fires
this summer, long hours and hard
work are part of the job.
“Depending on the day, you can
work 16 hours, get back to camp,
go to sleep, and get up to do it
again the next day,” Matthews
said.
Matthews can also look forward
to a longer season of long days
than most firefighters because she
is taking this semester off to work
through California’s fire season,
which could last into November.
“But fire is pretty unpredictable,” Matthews explained.
“We could be home in the next
few months.”
Ty Livezey, a UM sophomore in

E

Mark Maher/For the Kaimin

The charred remains of a forest in
East Glacier along Highway 89 South
near Browning, Montana. The Red
Eagle Fire has burned an estimated
31,818 acres of Blackfeet tribal
lands and Glacier National Park.
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Fire

The Decker Gulch fire
started July 18. After a
few relatively calm days,
the fire jumped to more
than 2,500 acres and
claimed at least one
structure.

recreation management, has
already returned from being the
squad boss of an initial attack
crew in California, but not after
earning over 600 overtime hours
this season. While he spent most
of the time fighting fires, he especially enjoyed igniting them in
order to enhance their own hand
lines and reduce fuels, or “fighting
fire with fire,” as Livezey
explained. But he was not so fond
of the uniform on the hot summer
days.
“Fighting fire means wearing
boots, long pants and long sleeves
instead of board shorts and flip
flops,” Livezey said.
Yet despite the overtime hours,
Livezey said that Forest Service
firefighters are not paid as much
as they deserve. He mentioned
firefighters he met working for the
state of California who are paid
from the moment they arrive on a
fire to the moment they leave,
whereas Forest Service crews,
which might be on a fire for up to
21 days, are paid during the shift
but not when in camp. While
Livezey acknowledged his “free
time” in camp (used mostly for
sleeping), he said it is not quite the
same as time off from other jobs.
“Yeah, we get free time,”
Livezey said with a shrug of his
shoulders,” but you are already in
the middle of nowhere, sleeping
on the dirt.”
Travis Pfister was not so far
from Missoula during his time off
this summer; he worked for the
Forest Service in the PlainsThompson Falls District as an
assistant field crew foreman, a
title Pfister jokingly describes as
“a fancy name for a guy who runs
a chainsaw.”
For Pfister, a UM senior in
resource conservation, and his 12man crew, a typical day should
have included 10 hours of thinning forests of potential fuels to

reduce the damage a fire might
cause. But this summer, a typical
day meant frequent interruptions
to fight active fires. Pfister
recalled one fire near Plains that
everyone in his station responded
to. Upon arrival, they started cutting a fire line, but a sudden
change in the weather aided the
flames.
“The fire got some good winds
and started running on us,” Pfister
said, but with the help of a waterdumping helicopter, the ground
crew was able to contain it at eight
acres.

hile most student firefighters have exchanged
their chainsaws and
pulaskies for textbooks and pencils, the fire season in Montana is
far from over. Stage II fire restrictions are in effect for most of
western Montana, including the
majority of Missoula County,
according to the Northern Rockies
Coordinating Group. The restrictions prohibit open fires, outdoor
smoking and off-road vehicle use
on public and private forested
lands, as well as restrictions mostly dealing with timber harvest. In
Missoula, public open spaces such
as Mount Sentinel, Mount Jumbo
and the North Hills have been
placed under “hoot owl restrictions” closing them from 1 p.m. to
6 a.m., according to Missoula
Parks and Recreation director
Donna Gaukler.
“Most fires close to town have
been related to human error,”
Gaukler said, adding that recent
fires have been caused by discarded cigarettes, vehicular emissions,
fireworks and at least one case of
kids playing with matches. She
also said that afternoons and
evenings have the greatest fire

W

danger because the grass is drier
later in the day.
High on the steep western flank
of the Mission Mountains north of
Missoula, the Ashley Lake Fire
continues to burn into its fourth
week. The fire, within the tribal
wilderness on the Flathead Indian
Reservation, was first spotted by
lookouts earlier this month.
Managers decided to let the fire
burn for several reasons, mostly
because there was little threat to
human life or property due to the
fire’s location in the humanrestricted
Grizzly
Bear
Conservation Zone, and because
of the ecological benefits fire can
provide to a forest ecosystem.
Pfister and his crew employed a
“confinement strategy” to try to
keep the fire from growing, using
natural firebreaks like water or
rocky areas.
But according to
Germaine White, fire information
officer for the Confederated
Salish-Kootenai Tribes, the fire
takes runs depending on the
weather.
“Warm, dry weather with winds
will whip it up a little bit,” White
said, explaining the fire’s growth
from one quarter to two acres in
the first week, two to 125 acres in
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Left: The Packer Gulch Fire near Drummond was listed as the “top priority in the nation” just days
after it started burning in late July, due to its proximity to area houses, Interstate 90 and Garnet
Ghost Town. The fire consumed more than 3,000 acres and required more than 500 people and
25 engines to fight.
Amanda Determan/Montana Kaimin

Below: Members of a “Hot Shot” firefighter crew wash ash off their hands and faces after working
more than 10 hours in the mountains near Browning.
Mark Maher/For the Kaimin

the second week, and 125 to 225
acres in the third week. But
despite the growth, managers continued the confinement strategy
last week with the help of a helicopter dropping water on the
northern and southern flanks of
the fire. The crews, known as
helitack crews, laid hoses from
the two Ashley Lakes and prepared to resist a northward run,
but were pulled out this week
without getting their hoses wet.
While fire managers and scientists continue to monitor the fire
and analyze a possible suppression strategy, White said further
suppression efforts are unlikely
because of safety concerns. Not
only might the steep, rocky terrain
and hanging snags present dangers to ground crews, but the
canyon surrounding the fire might
also create hazards for aircraft.
“Fire will create its own wind,
its own weather,” White said,
“and in a canyon this creates a spiral-effect that is extremely hazardous to airplanes and helicopters.”
Closer to Missoula, as well as to
human life and property, the
Wisherd Fire near Marshal
Mountain Ski Area was given far
fewer opportunities to succeed
than the Ashley Lake Fire. As of
the first day of school, fire information officer Pat Cross described
the fire as “contained, controlled,
and if its not dead out, it’s under
patrol.”

The fire was considered a
“lightning holdover” fire because
it probably started when lightning
struck a tree but did not quite flare
up until about a week after the
storm had passed. As soon as
smoke was sighted, a helitack
crew was dispatched and arrived
within 30 minutes, according to
Kevin Schiappone of the Montana
Department of Natural Resource
Conservation. A helicopter dropping chemical fire retardent was
also employed on the first day of
fire suppression, Schiappone
added. By the next day, two more
bucket-toting helicopters, a group
of smokejumpers and two hand
crews from Missoula and Deer
Lodge joined the fight. By the
third day, the fire was contained,
or completely encircled by a fire
line, and by the fourth day it was
controlled, which means the fire
can withstand major winds
through the rest of the season
without jumping the fire lines.
Thanks to quick and effective
suppression efforts, the fire was
contained at 8.5 acres and no
longer threatens human life or
property. But while preventative
treatments like fuel reduction and
thinning might reduce the risk of a
similar fire in this area,
Schiappone said there is nothing
managers can do to prevent lightning strikes.
“About the only way to prevent
that fire,” Schiappone said, “is if
there were no trees out there.”

The largest fire in western
Montana, the Gash Creek Fire in
the Bitterroot National Forest
southwest of Victor, was 60 percent contained as of Wednesday.
While the cause of the month-old
fire is still under investigation,
officials suspect it was a result of
human error, according to the
InciWeb Incident Information
System.
teven Running, an ecology
professor at the University
of Montana, is one of the
most widely known proponents of
the global warming theory in the
scientific community.
His
PowerPoint presentation on evidence supporting the theory now
has about 70 slides and, as he
says, is almost too long for an
hour lecture. In July, when his
article “Is Global Warming
Causing More, Larger Wildfires?”
appeared online in Science
Express, over 170 news reports on
the article appeared over the next
two days. The article summarizes
a study linking increases in large
wildfires with increases in summer temperature and earlier snow
melting dates. Running says the
article is not intended to challenge
current land management practices like the National Forest
Policy, which blames years of fire
suppression and fuels accumulation as the primary cause of the
increase in fires. Rather, he said
the article points out that the role

S

Various levels of restrictions still exist in Montana’s wild lands. Missoula and adjacent
counties are in stage two restrictions, indicated in black, which prohibit smoking outside and campfires. Dark gray denotes stage one restrictions, which allow smoking
and campfires in developed recreation sites. Light gray shading indicates areas where
fires are prohibited but smoking is not. For a full list of restrictions, visit
www.dnrc.mt.gov.

climate change has played in the
increase has been largely ignored
by the Bush Administration and
society as a whole.
“We have two factors that are
jointly causing this acceleration of
wildfires,” Running said.
The study Running summarized, which analyzed over 1,000
large fires since 1970, found that
the average length of the fire season in the western United States
has increased by 78 days and the
average duration of large fires has
increased from 7.5 days to 37.1
days. These increases correspond
with increases in average spring
and summer temperatures of 0.9C
and average snow melting dates
that occurred one to four weeks
earlier than normal. The study
also found that years with earlier
snow melts had five times more
large fires (those greater than
1,000 acres) than years with later
snow melts. In addition, the study
found that high elevation forests
showed the greatest increase in
fires because trees like fir and
spruce are accustomed to dealing
with cold and snow rather than
heat and fire. It concluded that
these four crucial factors (longer
fire season, higher summer temperatures, earlier snowmelt, and
vulnerability of high elevation
forests) combine to increase fire
activity.
What makes this increase in fire
different from increases to be
expected along with drought,
Running said, was its spike and
continuous climb since the mid1980s that corresponds with other
data suggesting global warming
that show similar changes in the
mid-1980s, like the average global temperature.
“So many papers on so many
measures came to a similar result
that something happened in the
1980s and the climate started to
change,” Running said.
But Running said the current
administration is unwilling to listen to the science behind global
warming.
“They’ve made their mind up
on what they believe, and they
don’t want to be bothered by the
facts,” Running said. He mentioned instances within government science agencies like NASA
and NOAA when appointed directors attempted to muzzle scientists
from speaking out on climate
change, like when NASA climatologist Jim Hansen was ordered
to have all his lectures, papers,
and internet postings screened by

the NASA public affairs department earlier this year.
“The truth just does not matter
to this administration,” Running
said.
But the truth should matter to
forest ecology, which Running
said is already experiencing direct
impacts from climate change such
as climbing timberlines and the
emergence of boreal forest in
what used to be arctic tundra.
“We will see differences in
species composition and forest
structure develop over the next
100 years,” Running said, but
added that one key uncertainty
still exists: “In Montana, we know
it is going to get warmer, but we
don’t know if it is going to get
wetter or drier.”
While Randy Eardley, a
spokesman for the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management at the National
Interagency Fire Center in Boise,
agrees that the increase in wildfires is due to a combination of
factors, his and other federal
agencies are more focused on
reducing the fuels hazards resultant of many years of successful
fire suppression than addressing
the possible impacts of climate
change.
“We got so good at fire suppression over the past 100 years that
we virtually eliminated fire’s role
on the landscape,” including natural fuels reductions, Eardley said.
Even though these agencies are
no longer mandated to suppress
every fire as soon as possible,
Eardley said that about 95 percent
of fire starts are quickly suppressed. But after an extreme fire
season in 2000, the National Fire
Policy implemented major policy
changes, including allowing naturally-ignited fires to burn and
using more prescribed burning as
a fuels reduction treatment.
“In the 1990s we were doing
some prescribed burning, but the
National Fire Policy really kicked
it into a higher gear,” Eardley
said.
hether government policy changes to address
global warming or continued fuel reductions effectively
reduce fires, chances are the
blazes will return to the forests
next summer and student firefighters like Kelly Matthews will
return to fight them.
“I really like my summer job,”
Matthews said, “I’ve got winter to
have fun.”
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California might be first state to limit greenhouse emissions
SAMANTHA YOUNG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO, Calif. –
California would become the first
state to impose a limit on all
greenhouse gas emissions, including those from industrial plants,
under a landmark deal reached
Wednesday by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and legislative
Democrats.
The agreement marks a clear

y
Montana
Kaimin
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break with the Bush administration and puts California on a path
to reducing its emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases by an estimated 25 percent
by 2020.
The bill still needs lawmakers’
approval, but that appears likely,
given that Democrats control the
Legislature.
The deal gives Schwarzenegger
a key environmental victory as he
seeks re-election this fall.
“The success of our system will
be an example for other states and

nations to follow as the fight
against climate change continues,” Schwarzenegger said in a
statement.
The bill would require the
state’s major industries — such as
utility plants, oil and gas refineries, and cement kilns — to reduce
their emissions of the pollutants
widely believed to contribute to
global warming.
The California Air Resources
Board would be charged with
implementing a market program, a
key mechanism designed to drive

the reductions, allowing businesses to buy, sell and trade emission
credits with other companies.
The agreement came after
weeks of negotiations and was
announced by the governor’s
office and Democratic leaders in
the Senate and Assembly. The bill
is expected to be sent quickly to
the Senate floor.
The bill was praised by environmentalists as a step toward fighting global climate change but criticized by some business leaders,
who say it would increase their

costs and force them to scale back
their California operations.
Republicans in the Legislature
say climate change should be
addressed at the national level, not
on a state-by-state basis.
“Adopting costly and unattainable regulations will drive businesses and jobs out of California
into other states and even into
other countries with no commitment to improve air quality,”
Assembly Republican leader
George Plescia said.
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Quinn deserves a second
chance ... just not here

Thursday, August 31, 2006

The 19th hole
by Danny Davis

The University of Montana
football team loves transfers like
a fat kid loves cake.
Or like the elderly love Buicks.
Or like myself and NYC Mayor
Mike Bloomberg love Shakira.
Ummmm,
but
sarcastic
remarks and sidetracking aside,
UM has become a promised land
for former D-I prospects who
have left their respective schools
for reasons ranging from personal
reasons to playing time.
Montana is quickly becoming
the Baskin-Robbins of college
football.
Drat.
The Griz offense will revolve
this season around senior quarterback Josh Swogger, a Washington
State transfer who will become
the fourth different quarterback in
the last four years to start the UM
season opener. The other three
QBs (Jason Washington, Craig
Ochs and Jeff Disney) were also
transfers.
With superstar running back
Lex Hilliard out for the season,
Swogger will be handing the ball
off to either former Iowa State
running back Greg Coleman or
Louisville
transfer
Reggie
Bradshaw. And, should the academic
issues
regarding
University of Washington receiver Craig Chambers clear up, two
of Swogger’s top targets this season will be transfer students.
(Eric Allen, a former Oklahoma
State Cowboy who played for the
Griz last season is the other.)
It almost seems logical, and
cost efficient, to just cut the football recruiting budget and instead
send out flyers to be posted in
various D-I locker rooms across
the country.
Montana’s trend of becoming
the official dropdown school of
the West appears to be set to leap
to new heights, or lows, take your
pick, as it appears former

University of Oklahoma guard
J.D. Quinn will walk on to the
UM football team and will soon
be working Saturdays at
Washington Grizzly Stadium.
For those of you who are unfamiliar with Quinn’s situation, he
was booted in early August from
the Oklahoma football team for
violating NCAA rules. Quinn,
along with roommate Rhett
Bomar, the Sooners’ starting
quarterback, allegedly received
paychecks from a local car dealership that paid them for hours
they did not work.
Quinn was also charged with a
misdemeanor
DUI
last
November. Granted, Quinn’s
BAC was measured at a paltry
.03, but it’s nearly impossible,
and at best pretty tacky, to rationalize drinking and driving.
Of course, the Grizzly faithful
are going to jump up and scream
about how the kid made a mistake
and how he should be given a
second, or in this case third,
chance. That viewpoint seems
pretty American but how about –
and this suggestion may sound a
little out there – Mr. Quinn, oh, I
dunno, be held accountable for
his actions?
Quinn deliberately, or “knowingly” as Oklahoma head coach
Bob Stoops put it, broke NCAA
rules by cashing those paychecks.
It wasn’t like the two roomies
clocked out a few minutes early
on a Friday afternoon to go play
golf, they were bringing home
nice paychecks for a good deal of
hours they logged but forgot to
actually show up to work for.
While Quinn’s financial gains
from Big Red Sports and Imports
are unknown, Bomar’s father
estimated to The Oklahoman that
his son received between $5,000
and $7,000 for his non-existent
services. Last time I checked, 57K is not a simple mistake and if
it is I need to start making mistakes at my places of business.
Montana should worry about
winning its ninth consecutive
conference championship, not
running a rehabilitation center.
Did Quinn backhand his girlfriend, rob a bank or shoot-up a
frat party? Of course not, but he
cheated and was caught red-handed and as a result needs to be pun-

ished.
Second chances are earned, not
given away like samples at
Costco. Turning a blind eye to the
situation doesn’t help anyone,
especially the person who needs
the most help.
Plus, publicity-wise, is it a
good idea to bring in a player
who already has two strikes
against him? As the soon-to-beretired tennis great Andre Agassi
will
attest,
“Image
is
Everything.”
Besides, there are plenty of
area kids, and even some on the
current Griz roster, who are outstanding citizens, work hard and
are a lot more deserving of a
future scholarship than Quinn,
who just spoiled a golden opportunity at one of the greatest football programs in the nation.
The question here is would the
city of Missoula be so embracing
if Quinn weren’t a football player? Probably not, but this is just
another great example of the
divide between athletes and
everybody else.
Sit him out for a year, make
him play scout team at
Sacramento State for the rest of
2006 – I don’t care. Just don’t
bring him here. With all that has
gone down, Quinn doesn’t
deserve the opportunity to compete for a starting spot less than a
year after his past two transgressions. (Although, should Quinn
suit up he would likely miss out
on some paying time. Sam
Houston State, where Bomar
transferred, said earlier this week
that they aren’t expecting his
services until midseason).
But I guess if this is the message UM wants to be sending, I
hear Maurice Clarett isn’t doing
anything these days.

Kevin Hoffman/Montana Kaimin

The University of Montana men’s cross country team runs along Van Buren Street during a 10-mile
practice Wednesday. The men’s cross country team was picked to come in sixth this year in the Big
Sky Conference.

XC team strives to exceed
preseason expectations
SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN
The University of Montana’s
cross country teams have begun
breaking in their new running shoes
in preparation for the 2006 season.
The UM women’s team was
picked to place third in the Big Sky
Conference and the men were slotted in the sixth position.
“We expect the teams to finish
higher than that,” UM head coach
Tom Raunig said.
Echoing their coach’s opinion,
juniors Allie Brosh and Eli Hermann
said they think their teams can do
better.
“We’re not ranked first, but I
think we can prove them wrong,”
Brosh said. “We were picked third,
but why shoot for third?”
Hermann said he thinks the men’s
team should beat up on most of their
competition this year.
“I’m not going to toot our own
horn much, but I think we can take
out MSU and Eastern [Washington],
who beat us last year. I think we’ll
have to fight for NAU and Weber,”
Hermann said.
Eleven new members, four men
and seven women, join the team this
year.

Brooke Andrus, a freshman from
Big Fork, is excited for her chance
to run with the big dogs.
“I’m excited to be at a higher
level of competition, and I’m excited about having a team,” Andrus
said.
Just as their new teammates are
enthusiastic to be joining the team,
the returning UM cross country runners are just as happy to welcome
new faces into their pack.
“I think we’re going to be really
good. I think we could do first in
conference,” said Brosh, the No. 1
women’s runner. “We have a really
good pack this year, and I think that
the girls will really push each other.”
Brosh said that the women’s cross
country team also has a positive
team chemistry “that will allow us to
go far.”
Of the men’s team, Hermann is
just as pleased with the new runners.
“I’m pretty psyched. I think we
have a really tight team,” Hermann
said. “I think our recruiting class
was awesome, and I’m psyched to
see how it shows up.”
Megan O’Reilly, a national standout from Washington, also joined
the Griz this year but will be redshirting due to a stress fracture.

See CROSS COUNTRY, Page 12
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Continued from Page 11
Junior Daniel Bingham, another
top runner for Montana, will also be
redshirting.
Raunig said that even though it
was disappointing to have to redshirt O’Reilly and Bingham, the
team’s chances at a conference title
will be great next year when UM
hosts the Big Sky Conference championship.
“We didn’t want to be redshirting
anyone next year when we host,”
Raunig said.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out
any money.

LOST & FOUND

Lost: Purple yearly planner in either Skaggs, Urey,
DHC or LA building. Please contact John at 544-6294.
Very Important!
Lost: Green and Grey Kelty sleeping bag. Last weekend during freshman orientation. Please call 899-1992
or 899-5010 if found.

PERSONALS

CASH FLOW GOT YOU DOWN? TURN THAT FROWN
UPSIDE-DOWN! A LOAN WITH NO FEES WILL PUT YOUR
MIND @ EASE! 1-866-557-4164 BUSINESS, PERSONAL,
REFINANCE
Create positive change on campus. VOLUNTEER for
SARC. Volunteer Applications due Sept. 8th. Call 2435244 with questions.

Senior Dominique Colberg and
sophomore Kim Tritz return to the
2006 women’s team and senior
Richie Pemberton and junior
Duncan Hendrick return to the
men’s team. Matt Winter, who was
the men’s No.1 runner last season,
did not return to school or the cross
country team this year.
The team’s first race is the
Montana Open, which takes place
Sept. 9 at Lubrecht Forest.

y

$$TUTOR$$ We are looking for volunteers or workstudy students for America Reads/Counts. Call the
Office for Civic Engagement @ 243-5531 or stop by
DHC 015.
Preschool Teacher Needed for Daycare. MondayFriday 0900-1300 Education Student preferred Call
Kathy 542-2162.

First Presbyterian Church is seeking part-time childcare workers, for infants-6 years of age, who must be
available to work Wednesdays from 12:15-2:15 p.m.
Other days and shifts available. Must pass background
screening. CPR and first aid training provided.
Experience is preferred. Send resumes: First
Presbyterian Church, 235 S. Fifth St. W., 59801,
attention Heidi Whyte.

AD REPRESENTATIVES
JOSH FRICKLE
DANA SHEEHAN
SIERRA MANFRE
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Floating UM’s boat since sometime in the 1800s
What are we, history majors?

K A I M I N C LA S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin runs classifieds four days a week. Prepayment is required. Classifieds may be placed
at Journalism 206 or via FAX: (406)243-5475 or email: classifieds@kaimin.org.
Off Campus
Student/Faculty/Staff
$.90 per 5-word line/day R A T E S $1 per 5-word line/day
LOST AND FOUND: The Kaimin runs classified ads for lost or found items free of charge.
They can be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

Facilities Services Custodial Department needs student employees for several positions. Evening hours,
Monday through Friday, 3 1/2 hours/day, $7.00 per
hours, both work study and non-work study available.
Please call Dennis Crosby at 243-2164, or apply online
at www.umt.edu/studentjobsapp/

TUTORS WANTED- Students Tutoring Students is hiring! Eligibility includes: A or B in the class(es)
tutored; cumulative GPA of 3.0+; and have earned 15
credits. Wage is $6.75/hr. Contact STS, LC 276 or call
243-2294.

College Students: We pay up to $75 per survey.
www.GetPaidToThink.com

Nanny/ personal asst needed to help with 10yr old
after school, evenings and some weekends. 15-20
hours per week. Must have experience and clean driving record. Car & cell phone provided, Salary DOE.
Send resume to nanny@ctgmt.com

Poker Dealers Needed. Experience needed but not
necessary. Great tips. To arrange interview call Kevin
@544-0199.
Child care for toddler twins. Tues$ Thurs 9:30am1pm. $7/hour 880-9590
Nanny needed for after school care 3:30-6:30 (except
Thursday 2:30-6:30). Call 243-5094.

Ballet teacher needed for studio in Arlee. 30 minute
drive from U of M. After school hours.
Beginning/Intermediate classes. Please call 240-8061
or 726-3591.

E-mail CLASSIFIED ADS To: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu
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PRODUCTION

ASHLEY SCHROEDER

WANTED: Part-time cashiers and stockers. Wage
D.O.E. Apply at BIG LOTS!, 3630 Brooks Ave.

FOR SALE

IBM PC, Work & AOL $40. Xerox Color Fax/Printer $20
IBM Office Typewriter & Stand $50 Desk 60" x 30" $25,
(2) scanners $10 each 92) Stereo Speakers 24" $10
Convention Display Booth-Table top Dbl sided wood
hutch/ divider 60x48x25 406-251-4332

Dave Matthews Band at The Gorge, 9/1, 9/2, 9/3. 2
Tickets/show. GREAT SEATS! Will sell at face value.
626-4147

FOR RENT

Very cheap ($275 + electric) and very close to campus, but small basement studio to sublet for 1-3
months beginning Sept. 1st. Contact: ttweed@wildrockies.org
Storage: Free! 1/2 months rent w/3 mo. lease. Cheap
Charley's Mini Storage 721-7277

Weekend Cabins: 30 min. from Missoula. $44$66/NIGHT. ROCK CREEK CABINS 251-6611

MISCELLANEOUS

Mystic Treasures all prices negotiable. Dragons, used
videos, native American new and old collectibles,
swords and knives, incense and oils. Locally owned.
142 OW Broadway 542-5072

E-mail DISPLAY ADS To: kaiminad@kaimin.umt.edu

OFFICE ASSISTANTS
JEFF ROOT CASSI DOW
JENNY CARR BOBBY LESLIE
MICAJAH LLEWELLYN

CLASSIFIEDS
COORDINATOR
JENNY CARR

OFFICE MANAGER
KATY DAVIS

